Wildiife K ehabilitation Centeraf (Grend Fapids

“What is man without the beasts? If all the beasts were gone, men would die from great loneli-
ness of spirit, for whatever happens to the beasts also happens to man. All things are connected.
Whatever befalls the earth befalls the children of the earth.” Seathl, Duwamish Chief

Wild “Duck” Chase!

It wasn’t a goose this
time but a duck with an ar-
row through her crop. Five
days and 60 man-hours later,
we should have known—you
cannot catch a “flyable” bird.

The “chase” started at
8:00 am on a Friday morning
at the fish ladder in down-
town Grand Rapids, moved
to Richmond Park on the
West side on Sunday, and
ended Tuesday morning at
Highland Park in northeast
Grand Rapids

It was a very hectic and
time-consuming five days.
Dawn, afternoon and dusk—

Reflecting

we fried everything: blan-
kets, towels, nets, coaxing
with food. Consulting with
our knowledgeable friends at
John Ball Zoo and Dave
Rodgers, our DNR officer, a
tranquilizer gun was out of
the question. She was too
small of a target. If we had a
net-gun, maybe. However,
that piece of equipment costs
approximately $1,000 and is
out-of-reach of WRC’s
budget.

After Monday night, the
sighting calls stopped. We
combed Highland Park early
Tuesday morning, but she

was nowhere to be seen. We
never saw her again.

Where are you, little
feathered friend? We hope
you are safe and have contin-
ued migrating South. We
pray the arrow doesn’t get
you stuck or tangled and you
are not somewhere starving
to death.

Once again, humans
have caused the problem! g%

Over the past twenty
years almost 22,000 animals
have passed through our
gates (it makes me very tired
just thinking about it).

Abandoned babies, sick,
injured and dying—we have
done our best with each one
whether they be beautiful
and endangered or *just an
ordinary brown bird.” There

have been sleepless nights,
missed meals and many,
many lears.

Our goal is to release
back into the wild, but this is
not always possible. If the
injury is too severe, a very
difficult choice has to be
made. Euthanasia is for-
ever—have we done every-
thing possible to save this

animal, take away its pain and
guarantee it a quality life?
Sometimes the only choice we
have is to end its life with dig-
nity. Not an easy choice to
make.

But, to see a bird who
came in severely injured take
off and soar into the sky, that is
our reward, saving one animal
at a time. &
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